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What is open access?

Open Access

= 

free access

+

reuse rights

+

author attribution rights

+

permanent archiving



The State of OA: A large-scale analysis of the prevalence 

and impact of Open Access articles
10.7287/peerj.preprints.3119v1

Despite massive global impetus for change still only around 
15-20%  full OA 15 years after initial definitions of OA

Sample of 100, 000 articles indexed by Crossref

• 28% of all journal articles are freely available online

• most do not have an associated license, either on a journal’s 
website or in repository, hence reuse rights are unclear

https://doi.org/10.7287/peerj.preprints.3119v1


A long term vision:

a fully interconnected, global scholarly ecosystem 
supported by a wide variety of open publishing 
models, underpinned by sophisticated linking of 
well-curated, interoperable research articles and 

other outputs, including data and software.



• OA for research outputs often equated with just free

• Format, metadata and license requirements usually not stipulated (or even understood)

• Variable adoption

• Piecemeal infrastructure

For research articles we need an approach that:

• Can be applicable to a wide range of models 

• Maximises readership, citation, use & re-use

• Can be built into incentive structures

• Is supported by appropriate infrastructure

• Makes compliance  easier than not

We are far from
a fully interoperable & open scholarly ecosystem…



FINDABLE associated with rich metadata, including permanent identifiers

ACCESSIBLE available via a public repository or open publishing platform

INTEROPERABLE in a format that allows it to be exchanged and integrated 

REUSABLE has a licence that specifies use and reuse rights

A new approach: F.A.I.R. 
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Developing a F.A.I.R. approach

• July 2016: working group convened under the auspices of the Universities Australia 
Deputy Vice Chancellors (Research) Committee 

• Chair, Linda O’Brien, Griffith University

• July - October 2016: F.A.I.R. statement development and consultation

• October 2016 F.A.I.R. statement circulated for endorsement to national and 
international groups

• April –June 2017 agreement on formation of steering group to advise on 
implementation

• Council of Australian University Librarians and Australasian Open Access Strategy 
Group take on oversight of F.A.I.R. statement 

• Chair, Jill Benn, UWA



The F.A.I.R statement
By 2020:

“All Australian publicly funded research outputs will be 
Findable, Accessible, Interoperable and Reusable. 

Access to research outputs will accord with 
international practices that are well defined, secure and 

trusted, and delivered through sustainable, fair, and 
efficient dissemination models. 

Publicly funded researchers will be expected, supported 
and rewarded to disseminate their work in such a way 
that anyone can find and re-use research publications 

and research data for further research, policy 
development, innovation, education and public 

benefit.”

https://www.fair-access.net.au

“This will require different 
approaches across different types 
of research output, a long-term 

national commitment, and 
consideration of the global 

change agenda.”

https://www.fair-access.net.au/

https://www.fair-access.net.au/
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Components 
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Development and implementation of the F.A.I.R. 
statement: next steps

Current steering group members

• Chair, Jill Benn, UWA (Program Director,  CAUL Fair, affordable and open access to research program)
• Representatives of Dept of Education and Training, and Dept of Innovation and Science
• Representatives of UA, ARC, and NHMRC
• Virginia Barbour, AOASG
• Adrian Barnett, IHBI, QUT
• Tim Cahill, KPMG
• Sharon Kitt, ARMS
• Karen Johnson, University Librarian, CSU
• Roxanne Missingham, Council of Australian University Librarians  
• Ross Wilkinson, ANDS

Work 2017 – 2018 

• Implementation and further dissemination plan in development
• Decision on first components to support
• Coordination with relevant national (eg CAUL, ANDS) and international initiatives.



Institutions

Ensure all 
research outputs 
have unique 
identifiers & and 
all researchers 
have ORCID iDs

Provide and 
maintain a 
repository, with 
minimum 
metadata set for 
all items

Provide access and 
tools to have 
outputs in machine 
readable format

Collaborate on 
overarching 
approach to 
licensing eg – UK 
Scholarly Licence 
equivalent

Obtain and use 
ORCID iD
Use other 
identifiers as 
needed

Make accepted 
manuscripts 
available for deposit 
in repository

Provide outputs in 
machine readable 
format

Retain the 
necessary rights 
to their work

Researchers

What could first 
steps to F.A.I.R. be 

and who would 
implement?

Identifiers & licences 



Making research 
outputs Findable:
a whole of country 
approach: ORCID

Global framework

Frictionless for researchers

National infrastructure



Making research outputs Accessible and Reusable:
rationale for applying a UK whole-of-country approach 

• Researchers and Institutions need to 
retain re-use rights

• Funders seek compliance with policies

• All want to maximise impact of 
publication

and…

• Researchers need  be able to publish 
where they wish

• Libraries want to enable frictionless 
services

Source Chris Banks, Imperial College, London 
Focusing upstream: The Repository Fringe

http://ukscl.ac.uk/



Making research outputs 
Accessible & Reusable: 
applying a whole of 
country approach

UK-Scholarly license (SCL)

• Based on Harvard model policy
• Used by over 60 institutions worldwide

• Author retains copyright but grants institution (non-exclusive) right to post 
AAM CC BY-NC in its repository

• Where a journal seeks a waiver, this can be managed by exception (happens 
<5% in the USA) 

Source Chris Banks, Imperial College, London

Focusing upstream: The Repository Fringe

Global framework

Frictionless for researchers

National infrastructure



PERMANENTLY IDENTIFIED OBJECTS

LINKED TO THE RIGHT RESEARCHERS

WITH CLEAR REUSE RIGHTS

IN OPEN, INTEROPERABLE, HUMAN AND MACHINE READABLE FORMATS

LINKED TO RELATED OBJECTS

FOR A  GLOBAL SCHOLARLY ECOSYSTEM 

Beyond “open” to F.A.I.R. 


